
CATHOLIC PARISH

NOVEMBER   2019

Bulletin committee is pleased to invite your inspiring messages for this page. The messages should 
be emailed to saji27775@gmail.com, latest by 15 November, 2019. Open themes for the upcoming 
issues are (1) Breaking Bad Habits, (2) Living with Purpose, (3) Healing and Forgiveness (4) Staying 
Focussed. (350 words only). The best messages will be published in upcoming parish newsletters.
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In the era of the digital world, where social media is embraced by people of all generations, 

is it time to rethink and redefine as to “who our neighbour is” (Parable of the Good 

Samaritan -Luke 10: 25-37).  While we see technology as a gift, we also need to 

acknowledge the great task for us that comes with it. 

In 2011, Pope Benedict XVI expressed this concern in a message for the 45th World 

Communications Day: ‘The new technologies allow people to meet each other beyond the 

confines of space and of their own culture, creating in this way an entirely new world of 

potential friendships. This is a great opportunity, but it also requires greater attention to 

and awareness of possible risks. Who is my neighbour in this new world? Does the danger 

exist that we may be less present to those whom we encounter in our everyday life?’

The new digital environment reshapes the spatial and temporal dimensions of social life. In 

the world of digital activism, time and space have been reduced and social networking has 

raised new issues of identity, virtual relationships, superficiality, etc.  These days we 

develop relationships with individuals through digital networks and form digital 

communities on social media. These are identified as positive social relationships; however, 

these will never replace the benefits of having face-to-face relationships. We need to 

constantly remember to never allow social networking to overrun our time, energy, and 

emotions that we lose sight of people that God has placed right next to us.  Also, our 

relationship with our digital neighbour should be ethical, fair, kind, compassionate, etc. 

Pope Francis is calling us to ‘boldly become citizens of the digital world’, with the image of 

the Good Samaritan as our inspiration. We are called not only to love our neighbour, but to 

bring the love of God to the new global neighbourhood.
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